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Kalam lauds NERIST for ploneerlng dev,

favours PURA for NE

By Special Correspbndcnt

NIRJULL Aug 04: Describ-
ing technology as the foun-
dation for the sustained
development of the nation,
former President APT Abdul
Kalam today advocated the
PURA (Providing Urban
Amenities in Rural Areas)

mission for the North East.

Addressing the second
convocation of the North
East Regional Institute of
Science and Technology
(NERIST) here today, Dr
Kalam said economic devel-
opment has to translate into
better income and quality

_life for all in the nation. Col-

lective prosperity of the

nation should meaningfully -

transpire into individual
welfare across state, across
society and across cities
and villages, he said.-
PURA, developed by the
CSIR to convert local re-
sources into products for

use by the local population,

could fill the gap as a tech-
nological revolution with
the synergy of all depart-

ments resulting in all-round -

progress of the PURA clus-
ter as seen as a model not
only in the country but also

by the world at large, Dr
Kalam said.

awardee exhorted the tech-
nical graduates to contrib-
ute fo nation-building by
putting into action their out-
of-the-box ideas into action

- through hard work and de-

termination.

He said: “If you take up
any mission with the motto
‘work with integrity and
succeed with integrity’, you
will succeed even though
you may have to face cer-

tain challenges in your ca-

reer,” he advised.
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To drive home his message, Dr
Kalam dwelt at length on ‘re-
search training research’, saying
technology is non-linear, avail-
able to humanity, and can affect
fundamental changes in the
ground rules of economic com-
petitiveness. Science is linked to

technology through applications’

and technology is linked to
economy and environment
through manufacture, he said,
adding, “We have to use inno-
vation to generate high value
added products for becoming a
global player. The foundation of
academic research is creativity.”

He emphasized on learning in-
tegrated system design - the glo-
bal need of the hour - and
stressed on convergence of tech-
nologies hinting at the emer-

Ratna —pgenceof new world ordes-agy - ous

ingetechnology has made world
to come together.

The distitictive profile of India
in 2020, he envisioned: A nation
where the rural and urban divide
would be reduced to a thin line;
equitable distribution and ad-
equate access to energy and
quality water; where agriculture,
industry and service sector

would work together in sym-

phony; the best destination for
the most talented scholars, sci-
entists and investors: best of
health care available; the gover-

nance is responsible, transparent
and corruption free; where pov-
erty has been totally eradicated,
illiteracy removed and crimes
against women and children are
absent and none in the society
feel alienated; a nation that is
prosperous, healthy, secure, de-
void of terrorism, peaceful and

‘happy and continues with a sus-

tainable growth path.and one of
the best places to live in and
proud of its leadership.

However, Dr Kalam outlined
agriculture and food processing,
infrastructure, automobile, ship
building, IT, pharma, aerospace,
rail-vision and energy indepen-
dence by 2030 as future missions
of the country.

Appre(:latmg the NERIST’s
plonecrmg development in vari-

munity including director Dr
Joram Begi but urged the gradu-
ates to go for a second indepen-
dence movement to achieve the
Vision 2020. :

Expressing satisfaction at the
qualitative and quantitative

growth of NERIST, Governor JT

Singh, who is also the NERIST
Society president, said that the
state is passing through an excit-
ing but challenging phase of de-
velopment with an unprec-
edented number of infrastructure

of engincering; he
5 2 ;
congratulated the institute’s com-

"

being initiated during the last two
years. As these projects would
require qualified manpower, he

stressed the need to ensure that |
the requirements should be met |
within the state. :
Describing the NERIST lead-
ership in promoting higher and
technical education as praise-
worthy, the governor asked the
graduates to set up a water bot-
tling plant to receive a gold medal
from him. When Arunachal

Pradesh has enough water re- |

sources to meet the country’s
needs why is bottled water im-
ported from outside? he ques-
tioned them. ‘

“An educational system isn’t
really worth- a great deal if it
teaches young people how to.
make a living without teaching

them-how-to-make a life,” the

governor concluded.

In his address, Dr Begi said
apart from fulfilling technical
manpowerdemands for planned
development-of the region, the
NERIST has also provided sup-
port to the challenge of rapid
development and growth of the
country.

After arresting the severe lead-

- ership crisis, the institute is flour-

ishing and poised to become a
true centre of excellence, he said
while highlighting the chrono-
logical Contd. P.3
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